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S shows
‘evidence’
that USSR

uses toxins:
By William Beecher : g
Globe Staff

" WASHINGTON - The State Department 'as-
sertéd yesterday that for the first time it has--
what it considers “convincing evidence” that’
the Soviet Union has been using banned lethal -
toxin weapons against Moslem insurgents in Af- -
ghanistan, . o

Two gas masks. obtained in separate intell--
gence operations inside Afghanistan, contained -
traces of trichothecene myvcotoxins. the ‘State
Department said. One was taken from the body
of a Soviet soldier, a department official said. . .

One of the gas masks was displayed ~ in a
sealed plexiglass case — at the end of a State De- -
partment briefing on a report sent to Congress _
and the United Nations yesterday by Secretary
of State'George P. Shultz. C

Noting that the 1925 Geneva Protoco] forbids :
the use of chemical and biological weapons and -
that the 1872 Biological and Toxin Weapons _
Convention prohibits “‘mere possession” of tox-
" in weapons, Shultz said: e
*  "The world cannot be silent in the face of -
- such human suffering and such cynical disre-
gard for internatioral lJaw and agreements.

. "The use of chemical and toxin weapons
must be stopped. Respect for existing agree-
ments must be restored and the agreements ,
themselves strengthened.” CAR
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Robert Dean, a deputy director in the State 1
Department's Bureau of Politico-Military Af+ |

fairs, said that since.the United.States’ firs} :
lengthy allegations on the use of lethal agents4g’ -
Laos and Cambodia and Afghanistan last -
March, there has been no world outery andg
telligence reports indicate continued use of such -
weapons in all three places as recently as last -
month. - -
. He said the United States will continue-ts:
present evidence and speak out on the issue um
til the use of illegal agents is halted. He also ap-
pealed to countries that have conducted inde- -
pendent investigations to present their evidence
and publicly condemn the Soviet Union and
! Vietnam. M
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Only Canada, Thailand and Britain have eft =
ther spoken out or presented evidence, he said .
Dean said the Soviets deny using the weap: .

ons,

"We have raised this repeatedly with the -

Soviets, and theéir response is to deny it,” hé °

said.

The 12-page State Department report saIa

that one of the gas masks was

. obtained near Kabul, the capital of Af-

ghanistan, in: September -198] and the
other was taken from a dead Soviet sol-
dier three months later. New analytic
techniques,. the report said, confirmed
the presence on both masks of lethal
loxins of the type previously alleged to
have been used in Laos and Cambodia.
A knowlegeable official privately ex-
plained that more precise information
on the operations mounted to .obtain
the two masks was difficult to make
public, since they were obtained in US
intelligence missions using Afghan per-
sonnel. Other .countries have mounted
similar operations, he said, but as yet
have been reluctant to come forward. .
. Dean said.the United States sup-
ports an effort to name a permanent
panel of scientific specialists to be
available to the UN secretary general to
investigate future allegations of the use

» of banned chemical and toxin weapons.

It also supports the reconvening of
the Biological Convention to try to write
tough verification and compliance pro-
visions into the 10-year-old agreement.
But he stressed that the Unjted States
will continue to pursue various other
arms control agreements with the Sovi-
et Union, insisting on strong verifica-
tion provisions.

Dean was flanked by a panel of US
specialists on chemical and biological
warfare. One of them. Gary Crocker of -
the State Department’s Bureau of Intel-
ligence and Research, said that Soviet
military doctrine has long called for use
of chemical and toxin agents against
dug-in forces who could not be reached
by other means. except at heavy loss of
life. Use of such weapons in Afghani-
stan.Laos and Cambodia, he said, has
not be small-scale and experimental _
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but widespread and operational.

The mask displayed at the briefing
was said to have been obtained in Ka-
bul. It was sealed. a spokesman said, to
prevent the residual agents from caus-
ing any illness in the briefing room.

The mask was of tight-fitting tan'
canvas, with built-in glass goggles and
a rubber hose connected to an -olive-
brown cannister described as “the lat-
est cannister being used by the Sovi-
ets.” ‘

The Shultz report also talked of a

. mysterious agent used in Afghanistan

as recently as September of this year

which caused the bodies of victims to

decompose rapidly - “the flesh peeled

away when attempts were made to
move the bodies.” '

“There is no recognized class of . :
chemical or biological toxin agents we  Soviet-made gas mask, said to have been
know of that could affect bodies in such  found in Afghanistan, was displayed at press
a way,” the study declared. conference yesterday. AP PHOTO
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